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Introduction
We need people. Actually, if we really searched our hearts, we would find 
that we not only need people, but we also want to experience deep and 
meaningful connections with others. In an obvious way, we need people 
in order for the human race to continue and for society to flourish. Things 
like the family and basic community structures are vital for mankind’s 
survival. In another sense, life is much more enjoyable when it is lived and 
experienced with others. A sunset is just a sunset, unless you are watching 
it with someone you love and who loves you. When hard times come (and 
they will) you can bear them more easily when you have the support of 
others. In short, we need people. 

In the Bible, we learn that God created man for community, to experience 
life together with Himself and other people. He told Adam and Eve to be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth with their offspring (see Genesis 
1:28). He would later call and gather together the nation of Israel to be His 
special people. In the book of Acts, after Christ’s death, resurrection, and 
ascension to heaven, we see a new group of people emerge—the Church: 
God’s new covenant community, bought and purchased by the blood of 
Christ. 

In one sense, the work Jesus accomplished can be summed up into one 
word: reconciliation. God sent Christ to reconcile the world back to Him. 
By paying the price for sin on our behalf, God was able to extend an 
invitation of forgiveness and peace. Through Christ, we can be united to 
God by faith. 

God’s work of reconciliation is more than our being united to Him; it also 
unites us to others who share in the same faith and to all of humanity, 
created in the image of God. But what does this look like in everyday life? 
How would you describe this union that we have with others through 
our union with God? What are some of the aspects of our reconciliation? 
These questions and more are what this series is designed to answer. 
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Fleet! The definition of a fleet is a group of ships sailing together, en-
gaged in the same activity, and under the same ownership. 

There are a lot of metaphors in Scripture to describe what it means to be 
united to Christ and to one another (body, temple, vine, etc.). This meta-
phor of a fleet is helpful because it takes common words and connects 
them simply by their ending: ship. The six topics that will be discussed 
are: fellowship, relationship, friendship, discipleship, stewardship, and 
leadership. Therefore, the Fleet series is a study of a group of ships. 

As you think about these words, one thing that you should notice is that 
none of them are possible without multiple people involved. So, to take 
the metaphor a little further: we as disciples of Christ are like a fleet of 
ships sailing together (community), engaged in the same activity (love), 
and are under the same ownership (Christ’s). 

Are you ready to sail the open seas and take an adventure exploring the 
wonders of Christian community? As Jack Sparrow once said, “Bring me 
that horizon.”
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Fleet: Fellow ship
“And they devoted themselves to the

apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

— Acts 2:42

Fleet: Fellowship
Christians often throw around the word fellowship in the church. But what 
does fellowship mean? What does it look like? And what is its purpose?
Fellowship is defined as a group of people meeting to pursue a shared 
interest or aim. It is opposed to isolation, solitude, and confinement. 
Fellowship can also mean having a relationship that involves working 
together and caring for one another like a family member. With this 
understanding, Christians are called to come together for the ultimate 
goal and purpose, which is to pursue God and to encourage one another.

If you go back to the beginning of creation and look at how God designed 
the Garden of Eden, you’ll see that Adam and Eve were created to enjoy 
fellowship with God and also each other. But when they rebelled against 
God and took of the forbidden fruit, the fellowship between God and man 
was compromised. Adam and Eve hid themselves from the presence of 
God as He was walking in the garden. However, God immediately sought 
them out and revealed His plan for the ultimate restoration of sinners 
through the work of the Redeemer. Jesus paid the sacrifice for our sins 
and reconciled us back to the Father, restoring the relationship we once 
had with God.

Fellowship has two components: vertical (with God) and horizontal (with 
other believers). Fellowship with God is simply having an ongoing relation-
ship with Him in daily reading, prayer, and worshipping Him. To have true 
fellowship with God, we are called to walk in the light, as Christ is in the 
light. 1 John 1:6 says, “If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk 
in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” This passage tells us that 
if we are trying to live our lives apart from God, we prove that we do not 
have a real relationship with Him. So to have vertical fellowship with God 
means to turn from sin and trust fully in Him. 

As a result of our vertical fellowship with God, we are able to have horizontal 
relationships with others. It says in 1 John 1:7, “But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another . . .” For Christians 
to have horizontal fellowship we need to be encouraging one another to 
put off sin and to walk in the freedom that Jesus has called us to live in. 
This means that if we don’t practice sin, we are able to have true meaningful 
fellowship with one another. 

Fellowship is much deeper than mere social activity. It involves coming 
together for spiritual purposes, such as prayer, discussion, and sharing God’s 
Word to encourage, comfort, and edify one another. Therefore, fellowship 
is not limited to any building or place, but it can happen anywhere God’s 
people are. 
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One of the main reasons we come to church is to have fellowship with 
God and with one another. Some of us tend to take church for granted, 
viewing it as a social gathering and nothing more. We miss out on remark-
able opportunities to encourage, love, and pray for each other if we are 
not actively seeking fellowship with other believers. God did not make us 
to be alone; we need each other. Hebrews 10:24–25 tells us, “And let us 
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another.” God’s 
great design for fellowship is for us to motivate, encourage, and love one 
another as we run the race of faith, looking unto Jesus together.

Search the Scriptures:

 • Acts 2:42

 • Hebrews 10:24–25

 • Romans 15:1–7

 • Acts 19:18–20

 • 1 John 1:3

Questions to Consider: 

1. Why do you think that fellowship is such an important aspect of our 
personal relationship with God?

2. Hebrews 10:24 tells us to stir up one another to “love and good works.” 
How can we practically do that with other believers?

3. Look at your life right now. Do you have consistent godly fellowship? If 
not, what can you do to change that?

Notes
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Fleet: Friend ship
“A man of too many friends 

comes to ruin, but there is a friend 
who sticks closer than a brother.” 

— Proverbs 18:24 NASB
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Fleet: Friendship
Of all the topics in this Fleet series, friendship is one of the most unique 
and wonderful of all human relationships. Often friendships begin by a 
mutual interest (going to the same school, having the same hobbies, play-
ing on the same team, growing up in the same neighborhood, etc.). These 
common interests help to establish a foundation, and from there they can 
grow into meaningful friendships that add a special joy and unique ben-
efits to life. The benefits of having a true friend are incredibly valuable and 
the wise person seeks them out and cultivates genuine connections.

One unique aspect of friendship is that people have the power to choose 
their friends. We don’t have a choice in our family but we do choose the 
people we hang out with. This is important because a wise person chooses 
his friends carefully knowing that friendships tend to define him; as the 
cliché goes, “you are who you hang out with.” It is good to know that the 
two most important influences in people’s lives are their parents and their 
peers. Various seasons and situations in life determine which of these two 
influences will have the most weight; nevertheless, they tend to define us. 
Fortunately, we have a choice in friendships and a wise person chooses 
carefully.  

Friendships are also not based upon emotion or physical attraction. When 
a guy starts a friendship with a girl, nine times out of ten it is because he is 
interested in her romantically, or vice versa. While romantic relationships are 
highly emotional and require a lot of effort, time, and cultivation, friend-
ships are different. They are not forced or even started from a biologically 
human desire for intimate connection from someone of the opposite sex. 
As C.S. Lewis described it, “there is nothing throaty about it; nothing that 
quickens the pulse or turns you red and pale.” When your friend walks into 
the room, it is doubtful your heart rate increases or your palms get sweaty. 
Friendships are unique because there isn’t the added drama of emotional 
stress or romantic pressure. They allow us to simply enjoy another 
person’s company. 

Friendships are not based upon what can be gained but instead on what 
can be given. A true friend is not someone who is looking to suck the life 
out of you and then leave the empty carcass. A true friend adds to your 
life and even makes sacrifices for you. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one 
than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). Friends 
go the extra mile with you. They are secret-keepers and they cover up 
your mistakes. Friends will tell you when you have a booger in your nose 
or when you have something in your teeth. A friend will tell you the truth 
even when it hurts because they have nothing to lose (see Proverbs 27:6). 
A friend answers when you call or quickly calls you back. True friendships 
are based upon what you can give, not gain. 
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Lastly, friendships are unique because few people genuinely experience 
it in their lives. Sure, we all know people and people know us. But to have 
a friend that is closer to you than a sibling (see Proverbs 18:24)—that is 
a rare thing. Friendships like these have a foundation thicker than blood. 
This is often experienced in the body of Christ. The faith that connects 
you to a brother or sister in Christ should be far greater than any earthly 
human connection. A friend in the faith is an eternal friend. What makes 
this difficult is that few want to exercise the honesty and transparency this 
type of friendship requires. Only those people who know what unconditional 
love is can experience true friendship.

With that in mind, here is a sobering thought: no one is a perfect friend 
and all earthly friendships will fall short of our human need for connection 
and community—Only Jesus is a perfect friend. Jesus is a friend of sinners. 
He is the perfect model of what it means to be a friend. He laid down His 
life for us. He accepted us when we didn’t deserve it. He associates 
Himself with us at the risk of His own reputation. He not only covers up 
our mistakes but also takes the consequences of them on Himself and 
receives our guilt and shame. Jesus is the greatest friend anyone could 
ever have. Jesus said in John 15, “I have called you friends,” which 
is wonderfully unique.

Search the Scriptures:

 • Proverbs 16:28; 17:9, 17; 18:24; 27:5–10

 • John 15; 13:15 

 • James 4:4 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How would you define a friend? 

2. Why do you think it is important to choose godly friends? 

3. How does being a friend of Jesus shape your current friendships? 

4. How can you be friends with non-Christians but not love the world? 
What purposes do you have in these types of friendships and what 
boundaries should you have?

Notes
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Fleet: Relation ship
“Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not 

good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him a helper fit for him.’” 

— Genesis 2:18

Fleet: Relationship
You know the feeling. Your eyes accidentally connect with theirs; your 
heart skips a beat; the world pauses, and nothing else matters for one 
moment; you feel those loud soundtracks of excitement and passion 
singing in your soul as you imagine your lives being forever bound together. 
Romantic relationships are some of the most exciting things that happen in 
our lives, but they can also be some of the most devastating. Many people 
spend wasted years in romantic relationships that only leave them with 
heartache at the end. Why do we do this over and over? 

The main thing that we are searching for in a romantic relationship is to be 
both fully known and fully loved. We want to absolutely adore the person 
we are with, but we also want to know them in a genuine way. In the same 
way, we want someone who will see all of our faults and still accept us and 
love us unconditionally. Each of us has this desire to be loved and known. 
We look for it in friendships and family, but mostly in romantic relationships. 
Most people believe that if they can find that person who fulfills them, 
they will be happy, satisfied, and completed because they’ve found true love. 

Of course, we were never meant to find complete satisfaction in anyone 
except God, but so many still try to find it in a broken person. We are 
seeking to be saved by someone other than the Savior, and that will 
always lead to failure. Often, we put so much of our heart and soul into 
a dating relationship, only to find that it doesn’t go in the direction we 
wanted it to. 

Even though we will never find complete satisfaction in another person, 
we can experience some level of fulfillment in the relationship that most 
mirrors our relationship with God: marriage. When you’re dating someone, 
you’re trying to fulfill this desire to be fully known and fully loved in a 
relationship that doesn’t have any real commitment. As much as you may 
believe or say that you are committed to the other person, it can end at 
any time. Because of that fact, you are unable to fully know and fully love 
or be fully known and fully loved. Solomon warned to “not stir up nor 
awaken love until it pleases” (Song of Solomon 3:5) because he knew the 
pain of beginning relationships before the right time. 

In marriage, the Lord says to husbands, “Love your wives as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25). Just as Christ sees 
all of our faults and sacrificed everything for our good, husbands must do 
the same for their wives. As a result, wives are called to love and respect 
their husbands even in their faults. The gospel is the model for marriage. 

Christ left the Father to be joined to His bride, the church, and this is the 
blueprint for marriage. Genesis 2 explains that “a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” 
(verse 24). Just as Christ sought us and was united with us, spouses are 
united to each other. It is in this uniting that we are able to fully know 
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our spouses, which is a picture of Christ and the church—something Paul 
calls “a great mystery.” This happens by having every aspect of our lives 
intertwined and being entirely acquainted with every failure, weakness, 
strength, and triumph we have. But even with this intimate knowledge, a 
godly marriage that is modeled on the gospel will choose to fully love. It 
is this commitment to love, no matter what happens, that makes marriage 
the only place that true fulfillment can occur in romantic relationships. 

We want a true love that will last forever. We want to be loved in our faults 
and love someone in theirs, and that will never happen outside of genuine, 
deep, lasting commitment. So we should stop wasting time in relationships 
that will never lead to marriage. And we should do everything to grow 
in our understanding of the gospel to prepare us for the person we will 
eventually marry. If we can profoundly know and apply the gospel, we will 
be ready to enter into marriage, where we can know the love of God in a 
deeper way through the love of another person.
 

Search the Scriptures:

 • Genesis 2:18

 • Ephesians 5:22–33

 • Hebrews 13:4

 • Matthew 19:6

Questions to Consider: 

1. If marriage is the goal, when is the right time to start pursuing a 
romantic relationship? 

2. How is the gospel the model for relationships? 

3. What does it mean to be fully known and fully loved? Why is marriage 
the only relationship that will allow this to happen? 

4. Have you tried to find satisfaction in dating relationships? How has that 
worked out? 

5. What can you do to prepare yourself for marriage? 

Notes
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Fleet: Leader ship
“Let no one despise you for your youth,

but set the believers an example in speech,
in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.”

 — 1 Timothy 4:12

Fleet: Leadership
Some people are naturally gifted leaders. You might be good at leading 
students on your sports team—you may even be the team captain. Maybe 
you’re the president of a club at school. You can make difficult decisions 
when times call for it. You are able to come alongside others and delegate 
responsibilities to them in order to get a bigger plan accomplished. You’re 
the person people look at to call the shots. Your friends might confide 
in you when they need advice or help in something they wouldn’t trust 
anyone else with. 

Then again, maybe you’re the kind of person who’s just fine with going 
along with the crowd. You don’t know what to do when decisions need 
to be made, but you’re great at being told what to do and doing it well. 
You’re a talented athlete, a hard worker, an intelligent thinker, a creative 
observer. You simply prefer that someone else lead instead of you.

Regardless of whether you’re currently appointed to a leadership position or 
not, everyone will have to stand up and lead in their life—whether you’re 
an extrovert or an introvert, whether you’re 14 or 40. Why is this?

While you and I were still sinners—happily ignorant to our offenses against 
God—Christ stepped in and reconciled us to Himself. He was humiliated 
on a cross and absorbed the wrath of God that we justly deserved. Grace 
changes our hearts as God takes our brokenness and makes us a completely 
new creation through His power (see 2 Corinthians 5:17). And because 
He has so drastically changed our lives, He has called us to “go and make 
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).

As believers, each of us model Christ in the way we lead our lives amidst a 
watching world that opposes God and encourages sin. Certainly anyone 
can be asked to fill a leadership position—there are plenty of individuals 
who are energetic, charismatic speakers, and they’re highly skilled at what 
they do. They may even be better at certain things than you. Regardless, 
your identity is rooted in something far greater than a set of skills. Perhaps 
you aren’t in a leadership position on a sports team or in a school club, 
but you are still a leader by the character you demonstrate around your 
friends. Many “leaders” make decisions based on how they are perceived 
by others; few truly stand by their convictions. The actions of a Christian 
should communicate that Jesus is their greatest treasure, their highest joy, 
and the supreme authority in their life. That means that we must choose to 
stand for Him when others may be led in a direction that is against the truth.

As a man or woman of God, you are entrusted to lead people to Christ 
through your conduct. But here’s the catch: you cannot lead well apart 
from God. You weren’t made to. As a leader, you are not in the starring 
role and God is not the supporting actor. He demands and rightly deserves 
supreme authority to lead your life. And He’s a really good leader, too—the 
best there is. He won’t cut you short or let you down. He isn’t selfishly 
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seeking His own interest while leaving you in the dust as a lowly follower. 
Rather, He leads you out of His incredible and massive love for you. And 
everything He does and every decision He makes is with you in mind. Trust 
this: you’re in the hands of the best Leader there is. 

Just as a football team goes by a playbook that their coach draws out, 
God has given us His Word as our playbook to lead from. His Word is 
alive and active; it has the authority to teach us, correct us, and train us in 
righteousness (see Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16). And God hasn’t stopped 
with His Word. He’s given us the church—other believers who lead with us, 
side by side.

Biblical leadership is never accomplished alone. Moses relied on Aaron 
to help him speak to Pharaoh (Exodus 4:10–17, 27–31). David confided in 
his friend Jonathan (1 Samuel 18:1–5) and appointed men of Israel who 
helped him defeat his enemies (2 Samuel 23:8–39). Mordecai encouraged 
his niece, Queen Esther, to stand firm in the Lord before the king of Persia 
(Esther 4:13–14). Paul leaned on Silas and Timothy during his traveling 
church ministry and prison time (Acts 16). 

Even Jesus never led alone. He was the Son of God, yet He was account-
able to His Father the whole time. His power and authority to speak, heal, 
and die on the cross came from the Father. Jesus said, “I can do nothing 
on My own. As I hear, I judge, and My judgment is just, because I seek not 
My own will but the will of Him who sent Me” (John 5:30). In everything 
Jesus was doing, He was looking up at the Father, getting His approval 
and instructions.

Your task at hand is to lead others. There’s strength in numbers. You were 
never meant to lead alone.

Search the Scriptures:

 • 2 Timothy 4

 • Mark 10:35-45

 • Hebrews 13:7

Questions to Consider: 

1. What does it mean to have God as your supreme leader? Can you say 
that he leads your life?

2. Does the gospel shape your identity and how you make decisions?
 
3. Have you humbled yourself and entrusted your life to other believers 
who can encourage you and point you to the Word of God? 

Notes
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Fleet: Disciple ship
“And He summoned the crowd with His 

disciples, and said to them, ‘If anyone wishes 
to come after Me, he must deny himself, and 

take up his cross and follow Me.’”
 — Mark 8:34 NASB

Fleet: Discipleship
It might surprise many people in the church today to discover that the 
term most often used in the New Testament for a follower of Jesus was 
not Christian but disciple. In fact, only three times in the New Testament 
are the believers, or followers of the Way, called Christians. The first and 
potentially most significant was in Acts 11:26, where it says the believers 
were first called Christians in Antioch, which was probably more of an 
insult. The other two uses are in Acts 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:16. Though the 
term was scarcely used in the New Testament, most people today would 
describe themselves as Christians, not disciples. 

The word disciple is the most dominant term in the New Testament used 
to describe the believer in Jesus Christ. Of course, both words (Christian 
and disciple) imply that there is a relationship with Jesus, but the connota-
tions and applications can be misunderstood. For many people in today’s 
culture, to be a Christian does not necessarily mean the same as being a 
disciple. For them, to be a Christian is no more than simply knowing about 
Jesus and having some type of affiliation with Him (i.e., going to church, 
owning a Bible, praying on occasion, etc.). Though there is a difference 
of understating in our culture between being a Christian and a disciple, 
there isn’t in Scripture. The New Testament teaches that being a Christian 
means you are a disciple and to be a disciple is to be a Christian. 

A shift in people’s thinking is necessary in order for the church to rediscover 
the important Christian practice of discipleship. One obstacle to overcome 
is our strong sense of individualism. Culture tends to elevate the person 
above society as a whole, which reduces the need for other people. This 
makes discipleship difficult because the very definition of the term is to be 
a learner—implying a relationship between pupil and teacher. When Jesus 
called disciples, He wasn’t calling them simply to believe (our common 
understating of what it means to be a Christian); He called them to follow, 
learn from, and obey Him—to be a disciple. 

Someone who understood this growing problem and experienced the 
terrifying results of misunderstanding Jesus’ call to discipleship was Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. He was a pastor, theologian, and activist during World War 2 
in Germany and became an expert on the topic. Bonhoeffer took the call 
to discipleship so seriously that he eventually was martyred for his actions 
and faith at the hands of the Nazis. In his book Cost of Discipleship, he 
explains the gravity of this journey with German precision and care. Below 
are a few select quotes from this book: 

• “The only man who has the right to say that he is justified by faith alone 
is the man who has left all to follow Jesus.” 
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• “Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repen-
tance, baptism without church discipline, communion without confession, 
absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is grace without 
discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus, living and incar-
nate.” 

• Discipleship means adherence to the person of Jesus, and therefore sub-
mission to the law of Christ, which is the law of the cross.” 

• “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” 

Discipleship, like fellowship, relationship, and friendship, possesses a verti-
cal and horizontal element. We are disciples of Jesus (vertical) and we 
are to disciple other people (horizontal). In this series, the vertical form 
of discipleship will be stressed over the horizontal only in the sense that 
discipleship of other people is understood more accurately when the idea 
of being a disciple of Christ is clearly understood and practiced. 

Have you heard the call of Christ? Have you forsaken all previous attach-
ments and idols? Have you counted the cost? Are you committed to being 
a learner, modeler, and multiplier? Have you become a disciple of Jesus?

Search the Scriptures:

 • Mark 8:34–35

 • Luke 9:23

 • Matthew 19:27–30

 • Mark 10:21

Questions to Consider: 

1. After reading this section and based upon your previous understanding, 
how would you describe a Christian? How would you describe a disciple? 
Are these different in your mind? If so, explain why. 

2. When you put your faith in Jesus Christ, did you see this as a call to 
discipleship? What did you think when this important event happened?
 
3. What does the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18) teach us about the 
horizontal element of disciple-making? In what ways are evangelism and 
discipleship different/similar? 

4. Of all the quotes listed above, which one impacted your idea of disciple-
ship the most and why?  

Notes
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Fleet: Steward ship
“What do you have that you did not 

receive? If then you received it, why do 
you boast as if you did not receive it?”

 — 1 Corinthians 4:7

Fleet: Stewardship
Everyone likes to receive gifts. Well, gifts that we like—things that are 
fun, beneficial, or useful. In comparison to things that just sit and collect 
dust only to be thrown away or dropped off at a thrift store, we actually 
use the gifts that matter to us. And whether we realize it or not, we have 
been given many gifts, far beyond just that of birthdays and Christmas. 
In fact, everything we have in life has been given to us, and we use these 
gifts from God on a daily basis. This makes us stewards—people who are 
responsible to use all that we’ve received from God, and to use them well. 
But, what exactly has God given us? While all of our situations and 
circumstances are different, we share this in common: we are all stewards of 
our time, talent, and treasure. It’s not a question of if we use these things, 
but rather, how we use them. It should be our desire to be good stewards.

Whether you’re bored out of your mind or you feel like there just aren’t 
enough hours in the day, all of us face the reality that we are given the 
same amount of time: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We can’t make time 
speed up or slow down, but we can decide how to use it. Ephesians 5:15–17 
says, “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, mak-
ing the best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not 
be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” When it comes to 
things that distract us from God’s call on our lives, we should all say, “Ain’t 
nobody got time for that.” Instead of wasting our time, we should use it in 
a way that enables us to grow spiritually, to help others, and to honor God, 
no matter what we do. 

God created each of us with unique abilities and talents. The skills that 
we have are intended to help society flourish and to build up the body of 
Christ, the church. This means that we are to discover how God has gifted 
us, and to learn how to cultivate our spiritual gifts for the purpose of serv-
ing others. Unfortunately, many of our abilities are a source for pride and 
selfishness. Rather than striving for self-glorification, we should focus on 
serving others for their good and for God’s glory. So, ask yourself: What 
am I good at? What do I like to do? And then take those abilities and use 
them for God’s kingdom—to serve others, to point people to Jesus, and to 
give glory and honor to the One who equips us with such abilities.

One of the most difficult areas of stewardship is with our money and 
possessions. At some point in life, we all struggle with debt, late bills, 
school loans, the discipline to save, or financial tension in relationships. 
However, when we realize that everything we have has been given to 
us, it’s much easier to loosen the grip of selfishness in order to enjoy the 
blessing of giving by reaching out to others. The reality is that we invest 
in the things we are passionate about, and there is nothing more worthy 
of our affection than the gospel. As we use our earthly “treasure” for an 
eternal purpose, we can be sure that we are making a worthwhile 
investment in heavenly treasure—one that is eternally beneficial (see 1 
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Peter 1:4). As the missionary Jim Elliot famously said, “He is no fool who 
gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”

In addition to time, talent, and treasure, there is another “T” that we have 
specifically been given as believers: truth. We have been given the mes-
sage of the gospel, and we shouldn’t keep it to ourselves. Like a mailman, 
we have the responsibility to deliver this message. We don’t add to it or 
take away from it, but we simply deliver it to the destination. We are to be 
faithful to share God’s truth with our words and to show God’s truth with 
our works. Like Paul, we should live with this perspective: “This is how one 
should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful” 
(1 Corinthians 4:1–2). As we live for Jesus and honor Him as our Lord, we 
will be able to gladly steward everything that has been entrusted to us, 
recognizing that “from him and through him and to him are all things. To 
him be glory forever. Amen” (Romans 11:36).

Search the Scriptures:

 • Psalm 90:12

 • Romans 12:3–8

 • 1 Timothy 6:6–10, 17–19

 • Jeremiah 9:23–24

 • 1 Thessalonians 2:4

Questions to Consider: 

1. In what ways do you need to improve your time management? What 
things do you need to spend less time doing so you can spend more time 
on what really matters?

2. How can you glorify God through the abilities and spiritual gifts that He 
has given you?

3. How can you steward your money and possessions for the kingdom of God?

4. In order to be good stewards of the gospel message, we must know it 
well. How would you explain the gospel to a nonbeliever?
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